New Ontwerpwijzer for fietsvriendelijke infrastructuur

Over the past months a CROW working group, presided over by the same chairman as in the 1990s, is putting the final touches to a new Ontwerpwijzer voor Fietsvriendelijke Infrastructuur (Design catalogue for bicycle-friendly infrastructure). With the publication early next year a convenient survey of all current ideas in the field of bicycle-friendly infrastructure will be available.

Convenience was one of the chief items in the revision. The current Ontwerpwijzer was clearly lacking in convenience: evaluation proved users were least enthusiastic about the ease of information retrieval, readability of the text and the dense structure. Therefore extra attention was paid to these subjects. Whereas the current edition contains twelve chapters, sometimes paying a lot of attention to details like illegal parking and speed bumps, the new edition displays a strict distinction into a limited number of major subjects and is more evenly balanced in the length of texts.

The information in the new Ontwerpwijzer has been gathered along thematic lines:

- networks and routes;

- stretches of road;

- intersections;

- bicycle parking;

- implementation and layout;

- maintenance and management

What did not change was the basic philosophy behind Ontwerpwijzer. Designing bicycle-friendly infrastructure still requires a design process thinking in terms of the characteristics of cyclist and bicycle system. Hence a lot of attention is once again paid to these types of data in the new edition. For the first time all basic information has been gathered into a single chapter.

Preparations

The revision was meticulously prepared. After CROW had completed an evaluation of Ontwerpwijzer in 1997 and AVV had repeated this extensively in 2003, Fietsberaad had a study done into some of the subjects/innovations judged to be most relevant:

- the distinction of bicycle networks and the use of traffic models in planning bicycle facilities;

- checklists for stretch facilities and intersection facilities, both within urban areas and outside;

- cyclists in pedestrian areas.

Consequently these are the subjects most revised in the new Ontwerpwijzer.

Duurzaam Veilig

Another relevant subject was of course the assimilation of the basic principles of Duurzaam Veilig. Although much of the discussion surrounding Duurzaam Veilig centres on facilities for cars, there are most certainly consequences for bicycle traffic as well. The most striking recommendation must be to have separate bike paths curve in at intersections in roads with a maximum speed of less than 70 km/h. Whereas the current Ontwerpwijzer mentions various schools of design and eventually reaches a compromise solution, the new edition emphatically points at functional safety demands, resulting in a much stronger recommendation.

Stretch facilities

Also new are the checklists for stretch facilities. The page used most and copied most often from the current Ontwerpwijzer probably is page 80, containing the checklist for mixture versus separation. The old Ontwerpwijzer intentionally states that intensities of bicycle traffic should not play a role in the choice of bicycle facility, on the principle that ‘facilities should at all times be safe, irregardless of use’. The new Ontwerpwijzer agrees, but at the same time states that facilities used by large numbers of cyclists (such as main bicycle routes) may provide more quality than those with low numbers of use. In this respect among other things the bicycle street is recognised, something not yet present in the current Ontwerpwijzer. In addition more attention is demanded for the traffic environment as a whole, since bicycle-friendly infrastructure is not simply just the actual bicycle facility.

Intersections

Whereas the checklist for mixing-separating for stretches was one of the elements used most in the book, a comparable provision for intersections was not available. Designers were abandoned on this issue. The new Ontwerpwijzer has filled this gap, by supplying a checklist for intersections as well as for stretches of road.

Remarkable in the checklists is the design. By employing intensity categories that overlap, the designer is forced to make decisions himself at the edges of a category, in keeping with the philosophy underlying the Ontwerpwijzer. Just like the current issue, the new edition does not intend to be a book that delivers standard solutions, but more a manual that inspires the designer to thought and indicates that several solutions are possible for a specific traffic situation.

Specifications pages

The inclusion of specifications appears to contradict the desire to make designers think for themselves. Whereas the current Ontwerpwijzer had measurements, solutions and examples integrated into the text, the working group has decided to combine this type of information into separate pages with specifications. Although on the one hand this carries the risk of indiscriminate copying of the example, the specifications pages provide on the other hand so much ease of use that this decided the working group. The pages of specifications are however combined by chapter, allowing implementation measures and explanatory text to be integrated as far as possible.

